276                     ILLUSIONS OF MEMORY.

like permanent illusions. If a dream serves to connect
a certain idea with a place or person, and subsequent
experience does not tend to correct this, we may keep
the belief that we have actually witnessed the event,
xlncl we may naturally expect that this result will
occur most frequently in the case of those who
habitually dream vividly, as young children.

It seems to me that many of the quaint fancies
which children get into their heads about things they
hear of arise in this way. I know a person who, when
a child, got the notion that when his baby-brother was
weaned, he was taken up on a grassy hill and tossed
about. He had a vivid idea of having seen this curious
ceremony. He has in vain tried to get an explanation
of this picturesque rendering of an incident of baby-
hood from his friends, and has come to the conclusion
that it was the result of a dream. If, as seems
probable, children's dreams thus give rise to subse-
quent illusions of memory, the fact would throw a
curious light on some of the startling quasi-records
of childish experience to be met with in autobio-
graphical literature.

Odd though it may at first appear, old age is said to
resemble youth in this confusion of dream-recollection
with the memory of waking experience. Dr. Car-
penter1 tells us of "a lady of advanced age who
. . . continually dreams about passing events, and
seems entirely unable to distinguish between her
dreaming and her waking experiences, narrating the
former with implicit belief in them, and giving direc-
tions based on them." This confusion in the case

1 Mental Physiology, p. 456.